· Historical fiction - historic events in Afghanistan, from the collapse of the monarchy to the rise and fall of the Taliban
· the arrival of the Soviets, immigration to America, the Taliban’s reign - a largely unfamiliar setting and time to the Western reader 
· Bildungsroman (coming-of-age); the growth—both moral and psychological—of a young protagonist.
· Amir – childhood to adulthood 
· through flashback 
· Hassan’s rape – Amir’s inability to deal with it
· “there is a way to be good again” – rescuing Sohrab 
· Amir’s maturity 

SETTING
· Afghanistan and the United States between the 1960s and early 2000s
·  idyllic Afghanistan of Amir’s youth, childhood memories 
· “climb the poplar trees,” skip stones on the water, and climb up  “the bowl-shaped hill” to read under the  pomegranate tree.
· escape to America
· a respite from persecution, but a potential exile from the guilt Amir has felt toward Hassan for years
· A community of displaced Afghans forms in California, and Amir finds himself able to easily assimilate 
· Afganisthan Amir returns to as an adult
· Ruined 
· Fights Assef and rescues Sohrab, finds healing 

STYLE
· a recollection of Amir’s life
· something happened in “the winter of 1975” that shaped the rest of his life -central to the novel 
· The rest of the novel plays out like a memoir, with Amir retelling his past as if the events are presently happening 

TONE
· Remorse, nostalgic, regret , longing (both for Afganisthan of his youth and for Hassan)
· “the winter that Hassan stopped smiling,” “saw Hassan run a kite for the last time”
POINT OF VIEW
· 1st person 
· Amir – the narrator and the protagonist 
· “I became what I am today at the age of twelve, on a frigid overcast day in the winter of 1975”
· Ch.16 – Rahim Khan – detailed description of war 

FORESHADOWING
· Repeatedly 
· Childhood to adulthood 
	Amir and Hassan (Amir’s superiority status, half-brother - realization)
	Rahim Khan and Baba / Amir (knows their secrets and does not lord them over 	Baba and Amir), a voice of reason and goodness

· Hassan’s favorite story - “Rostam and Sohrab,” foreshadowing his blood relation to Amir 
· Baba’s affection towards Hassan, cleft lip surgery 
· The idea of replacing Ali and Hassan 
· Amir – Assef – Hassan / Amir – Assef – Sohrab – slingshot / one-eyed Assef 
	Hosseini uses foreshadowing repeatedly in The Kite Runner. Because the novel is narrated by an older Amir reflecting on his life, the foreshadowed events serve to connect Amir’s childhood to his adulthood.
Amir and Hassan’s Relation
	When Amir and Hassan are children, Hassan’s favorite story is “Rostam and Sohrab,” foreshadowing his blood relation to Amir. In the tragic tale, the warrior Rostam kills his enemy Sohrab in battle, but then learns that Sohrab is his long-lost son. As he reads the story aloud, Amir marvels at the “tears pooled” in Hassan’s eyes, wondering which character Hassan grieves the most. The boys’ engagement with this story foreshadows how years later, Amir will learn that Hassan was his half-brother the whole time. Like Rostam and Sohrab, this realization comes too late, as Hassan is already dead.
Amir and Hassan’s brotherhood is also foreshadowed by the favor Baba shows Hassan. Growing up, Amir becomes jealous of the attention Hassan receives from Baba, often excluding Hassan so that he can have time with Baba all to himself. Baba treats Hassan with an affection Amir craves, going as far as gifting Hassan with cleft lip surgery for his birthday, which Amir later finds out is because Baba “could not love Hassan the way he longed to, openly, and as a father.” When Amir asks Baba if he has ever considered replacing Hassan and Ali, Baba’s fury at the idea indicates that Hassan is much more than the son of his servant; Hassan is actually his own son.

One-Eyed Assef
	In childhood, Hassan threatens to shoot Assef in the eye with his slingshot, foreshadowing how Sohrab will one day fulfill his father’s threat. Assef also foreshadows the future of their animosity—and ultimately his confrontation with Amir and Sohrab—when he angrily claims “this doesn’t end today.” In the same way that Hassan wields his weapon to defend Amir, Sohrab saves Amir’s life with his perfectly timed shot at Assef. Sohrab’s slingshot prowess solidifies the notion that Sohrab is an extension of Hassan’s character, suggesting that Amir’s efforts to rescue Sohrab could repair his relationship with the deceased Hassan.

SYMBOLS
· Kite(s)
· Afgahani’s culture and tradition 
· looking for Baba’s approval 
· tragedy (weakness and sin) 
· redemption, brotherhood 
· “The old warrior would walk the young one, embrace him, acknowledge him his worthiness”

· Pomegranate tree 
· Childhood (innocence), friendship
· Hassan’s unwavering loyalty 
· Ruining the friendship
· “Sultans of Kabul”
· returning to the tree

· cleft lip
· Hassan’s status as poor
· Redemption 
· “The cleft lip, just left of the mid-line, where the Chinese doll-maker’s instrument may have slipped or perhaps he had simply grown tired and careless” 

· slingshot 
· childhood 
· defense from the evils of life 
· standing up for what is right, loyalty 
· one-eyed Assef / Sohrab 

· Hassan’s smile 
· loyalty, happiness and forgiveness 
· “Mostly in the way he smiled...one might have concluded that this was a man who thought the world had been good to him”

· orphanage & lambs 
· Atonement of Baba’s sins (paid for two orphanages)
· Atonement of Amir’s sins 
· redemption, slaughter of the innocent 
· Sohrab - innocence in his eyes 

THEMES
· Redemption
		Amir tries to redeem because his mother died giving brth to him (feels 				responsible), tries to win the kite tournament 
		Amir’s guilt toward Hassan - rescue his son  (A boy who cannot stand up for 			himself...)
	Amir’s quest to redeem himself makes up the heart of the novel. Early on, Amir strives to redeem himself in Baba’s eyes, primarily because his mother died giving birth to him, and he feels responsible. To redeem himself to Baba, Amir thinks he must win the kite-tournament and bring Baba the losing kite, both of which are inciting incidents that set the rest of the novel in motion. The more substantial part of Amir’s search for redemption, however, stems from his guilt regarding Hassan. That guilt drives the climactic events of the story, including Amir’s journey to Kabul to find Sohrab and his confrontation with Assef. The moral standard Amir must meet to earn his redemption is set early in the book, when Baba says that a boy who doesn’t stand up for himself becomes a man who can’t stand up to anything. As a boy, Amir fails to stand up for himself. As an adult, he can only redeem himself by proving he has the courage to stand up for what is right.
· Fathers and Sons
Amir and Baba’s complex relationship (guilt, inability to express emotions)
Hassan and Sohrab - loving 
Amir and Sohrab
Their relationship experiences its own strains as Sohrab, who is recovering from the loss of his parents and the abuse he suffered, has trouble opening up to Amir.
· Political Events vs. Private Lives
Afghanistan’s political situation - transition (the calm Kabul monarchy, the founding of the republic, the Soviet invasion and infighting between rival Afghan groups ruin the country)
exile to California 
Taliban rule
· Past
influences all characters, especially Amir and Sohrab 
Sohrab (physical and sexual violence, suicide)
Amir (defines himself by the past, guilt: past can never be buried)
· Religion
many ways characters practice Islam 
a single religion can take many different forms 
Baba - not a religious person, mocks the hypocrisy of muslim leaders
Amir - due to an unreligious upbringing, able to forgive Soraya’s sins 
Ali - truly religious 
Assef- a justification for sins 
· Racism and Ethnicity 
Assef, the most overtly racist character, directly justifies his rape of Hassan by saying, “It’s just a Hazara” 
Later, Assef compares Hazaras to garbage littering the “beautiful mansion” of Afghanistan, and he takes it upon himself to “take out the garbage” by murdering those he views as second-class citizens 
· Amir’s original failure to defend Hassan against Assef - motivated by cowardice and his desire to please Baba
· Amir - able to justify his inaction because of the social distance he feels due to Hassan’s ethnic background 
· This racism becomes complicated when Amir later learns that he and Hassan were half-brothers
· Amir finally publicly rejects his implicit racism when he instructs General Taheri that the General can never refer to Sohrab as “Hazara boy” again
Throughout The Kite Runner, racism is depicted both overtly and more subtly and systemically. Assef, the most overtly racist character in the novel, directly justifies his rape of Hassan by saying, “It’s just a Hazara.” Later, Assef compares Hazaras to garbage littering the “beautiful mansion” of Afghanistan, and he takes it upon himself to “take out the garbage” by murdering those he views as second-class citizens.
	Amir’s original failure to defend Hassan against Assef is surely motivated by cowardice and his desire to please Baba, but Amir is also able to justify his inaction because of the social distance he feels due to Hassan’s ethnic background. This racism becomes complicated when Amir later learns that he and Hassan were half-brothers. Amir finally publicly rejects his implicit racism when he instructs General Taheri that the General can never refer to Sohrab as “Hazara boy” again.
What happened to Hassan in the alley?
	When Hassan refuses to hand over the kite he ran for Amir, Assef pins Hassan to the ground and rapes him. While Hassan’s rape is in many ways the center of the entire novel, the word “rape” appears only once. Amir says—in the middle of the night when everyone is sleeping—that he watched Hassan’s rape, but no one is awake to hear his confession. Amir realizes this secret he must carry is his “new curse,” and spends the rest of the novel struggling with his moral failure.
Why does Rahim Khan lie about the American couple?
	In order to save both Sohrab and Amir, Rahim Khan lies to Amir about the Caldwells, a supposed American couple, who will take care of Sohrab if Amir can get him out of Kabul. Later, Amir learns the Caldwells never existed. Rahim Khan summons Amir to Afghanistan to atone for his betrayal of Hassan, and knows that Amir cannot be trusted to rescue Sohrab unless he believes someone else will take over the responsibility.
What is the significance of Ali’s first wife?
	Rahim Khan tells Amir that Ali’s first wife was never able to conceive a child with Ali, but became pregnant multiple times once she remarried. This statement proves that Ali was not able to father children and could not possibly be Hassan’s biological father. Amir understands that Baba slept with Sanaubar, and that Hassan is actually his half-brother. Rahim Khan’s revelation adds gravity to his request: in saving Sohrab, Amir would not only be atoning for his past, but he would be rescuing his own nephew.
What are Ali and Hassan's distinct physical characteristics?
	Ali’s leg was damaged by polio and his face paralyzed since birth, and Hassan was born with a cleft palate (a “harelip,” as Amir describes it). Possibly, Hosseini intended these qualities to be a misdirect, making Ali and Hassan seem physically similar although—as Rahim Khan later reveals—they are not biologically related. More importantly, Ali and Hassan’s physical differences symbolize how both men suffer marginalized existences through no fault of their own.
Why do Amir and Baba go to America?
	After the Russians invade Afghanistan and executions become commonplace, Amir and Baba flee the turmoil and danger destroying their home country. While the characters find safety in California, Baba becomes frustrated by his misunderstandings of American customs and takes great insult at his lower social status. Amir assimilates far more easily, describing America as “a river, roaring along, unmindful of the past.” Amir views his American life as an opportunity to start over and free himself from his sins against Hassan in Afghanistan.
Why does Amir sometimes treat Hassan badly in childhood?
	As a child, Amir sometimes treats Hassan badly partly because of class distinctions. Amir is an upper-class Pashtun, and Hassan is a Hazara, a member of an ethnic group considered inferior by Pashtuns. Amir sees Hassan as his servant and feels no need to treat him well. Amir also treats Hassan badly because he resents and is jealous of Baba’s affection for Hassan; Baba doesn’t express much affection for Amir, and his feeling of rejection brings out the worst in him.
Why doesn’t Amir help Hassan in the alley?
	At first, Amir tells himself he doesn’t help Hassan because he’s afraid of being hurt by Assef if he intervenes: “I ran because I was a coward. I was afraid of Assef and what he would do to me.” But Amir heard Assef tell Hassan that he will let him keep the kite so it will remind him of the rape. Amir then admits that he doesn’t help Hassan because he wants to get the kite to bring back to his father, a gesture that he believes will cause his father to finally love and accept him: “Maybe Hassan was the price I had to pay, the lamb I had to slay, to win Baba.”
Why does Amir want Hassan to hit him with pomegranates?
	Amir wants Hassan to hit him with pomegranates to punish himself for not intervening and helping Hassan in the alley. Amir feels incredible guilt over sacrificing Hassan in order to get the blue kite, the kite he believed would cause his father to finally love him. Amir even throws pomegranates at Hassan while yelling at him, trying to make Hassan angry enough to throw pomegranates at him in return. Amir explains, “I wished he’d give me the punishment I craved, so maybe I’d finally sleep at night.”
Why does Amir want Hassan to leave Baba’s household?
	Amir tells himself that having Hassan leave Baba’s household would lessen both Hassan’s and his own suffering. He got such an idea from Baba’s friend, Rahim Khan, who once told Amir of loving a Hazara woman who was then sent away from his family. Although Rahim Khan loved the woman and it was his father that sent her away, he explains to Amir that such a decision was for the best because the woman would have suffered due to their different social classes. Amir eventually comes to the conclusion that he and Hassan can no longer live under the same roof because of the guilt suffering: “Either way, this much had become clear: One of us had to go.”
Why does Amir ask Baba if he has seen Amir’s new watch?
	Amir asks Baba if he has seen Amir’s new watch as part of his plot to have Hassan sent away. Amir tells Baba his watch is missing, knowing that later he is going to frame Hassan for stealing it. The next day, Amir plants the watch and some of his gift money under Hassan’s mattress. Amir’s plot and manipulation of Baba show how devious he is.
Why does Hassan lie about stealing Amir’s watch?
	Hassan lies about stealing Amir’s watch because, once again, he is making a sacrifice for Amir. Hassan understands that if he denies taking the watch, Baba would know of Amir’s devious plot to frame Hassan. Hassan recognizes that such an event would create an irreconcilable break between father and son. Hassan takes the blame because he loves Amir, and this unconditional love and willingness to sacrifice himself for those he loves are part of Hassan’s true nature.
Why does Amir accept Soraya even after she tells him of her past?
	Amir accepts Soraya even after she tells him of her past because he, too, has done something seriously wrong and doesn’t feel he can judge others. He asks himself, “How could I, of all people, chastise someone for their past?” In Afghan culture, a woman who has had premarital sex is socially frowned upon and is no longer considered desirable as a wife, so while Amir knows he can’t judge Soraya, his pride is a little hurt, especially because he has never slept with a woman. However, his acceptance of Soraya shows he is mature and tolerant and has learned from his past. In fact, he admires Soraya’s courage in telling him her truth.
Why did Baba lie about Hassan being his son?
	Baba lied about Hassan being his son because if he didn’t, he would have had to admit that he had sex with Sanaubar, Ali’s wife and a Hazara woman. He’d also have to reveal that the encounter occurred soon after Amir’s mother had died. As Rahim Khan explains, “It was a shameful situation. People would talk.” Baba’s “honor” and standing in society were more important to him than recognizing Hassan as his son. In the end, however, Baba’s guilt led him to do good.
Why does Rahim Khan disappear?
	Rahim Khan disappears because he lied to Amir about there being an American couple who would take in Sohrab, Hassan’s son, and care for him once he gets to the United States. Rahim Khan knew that if and when Amir returned with Sohrab, Amir would realize the lie and bring the boy to him. Rahim Khan is dying and wishes to spend his last days alone, not raise Sohrab or explain his actions to Amir.
Does Amir redeem himself?
	Yes, Amir redeems himself, and by the end of the novel, he has paid for his betrayal of Hassan. He puts his safe, comfortable life in America on the line to return to Afghanistan and rescue Hassan’s son, Sohrab. He stands up for Sohrab by confronting Assef—something he didn’t do for Hassan years ago—even though it leads to his brutal beating. In addition, not only does Amir take Sohrab in, but he tells him the truth about who Hassan is. The scar on Amir’s upper lip—reminiscent of Hassan’s cleft lip—and his joy in running the kite for Sohrab are evidence of Amir’s redemption.
